
Ravenstonedale Endowed School Proposed Closure Questionnaire Analysis 

Introduction 

Between 27 October and 21 November the county council carried out a consultation in the 

Ravenstonedale area seeking the views of stakeholders and the local community over the potential 

closure of Ravenstonedale Endowed School and the re-designation of its catchment area. 

Summary of responses 

A total of 23 responses were received during the consultation period. Of this total 5 were received in 

the form of a completed paper questionnaire, 14 were questionnaires completed online and 4 

responses were by email. 

There were 10 (43% of the total) responses from parents/carers of children who had attended 

Ravenstonedale School. There were also 18 (78% of the total) who indicated some other interest. 

Those who indicated an ‘other interest’ included the Diocese of Carlisle, the headteacher of another 

school, Governing Body of another school, manager of a nursery in the area, Kirkby Stephen Town 

Council, a local vicar, Rory Stewart MP for Penrith and the Border, a Parish Councillor, and Trustees 

of the Ravenstonedale Educational Foundation. Figures may not add up to 100% as multiple 

categories were selectable. 

Q. Given the information contained in this consultation document do you think that there is any 

viable alternative to the closure of Ravenstonedale Endowed School? 

78% (18) answered this question. Of those that answered 72% (13) agreed that there is no viable 

alternative to closure. 

Q. Should Ravenstonedale Endowed School close do you agree with the changes to the catchment 

area as shown in this document? 

87% (20) answered this question. Of those that answered 45% (9) agreed with the suggested 

changes to the catchment area, i.e. that Ravenstonedale’s existing catchment area should become 

part of the Kirkby Stephen catchment area. 

Additional Comment 

20 respondents made additional comments which are shown in the table below: 

Comment Frequency 

The school building should/could continue to have an educational use e.g. move 
Biggins/a nursery in/SEN centre/Forest School tuition 

8 

Whilst Ravenstonedale School itself is closer to Kirkby Stephen there are some parts of 
the catchment where it will be easier and more logical to attend Orton or indeed Tebay- 
look at this and transport cost implications 

3 

Closing the school would be a disaster/great loss for the village 3 

Discipline was lacking at the school 2 

Governing body are reactive not proactive 2 

LA should have intervened earlier 2 
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Orton catchment should be redrawn to include Newbiggin. 2 

With no pupils in the school there seems little option but to close it (inevitable) 2 

Hope lessons will be learnt from this- support was offered too late 2 

Sent children to Orton as Ravenstonedale lacked facilities, unfair to only provide 
transport to Kirkby Stephen 

2 

As there are no children at the school there is no need in having the staff at the school 1 

Buses should run from Ravenstonedale and Newbiggin-on-Lune to Orton 1 

Concern over traffic around Orton School  1 

Find an alternative use for the school building 1 

If the County, Governors & staff had been doing their jobs properly this would never 
have happened 

1 

Lack of adequate cover when teaching staff off 1 

Staff were completely in the dark regarding the situation 1 

Teaching at Ravenstonedale was inadequate 1 

The children who have joined Kirkby Stephen over the past year have successfully 
integrated 

1 

The school should be closed temporarily, not permanently 1 

There is a greater affinity in the area with Orton than with Kirkby Stephen 1 

Concerned there is no strategic thought gone into proposed re-designation of 
catchment area 

1 

Ravenstonedale catchment does not need to be re-designated one way, it could be split 
between schools to improve long-term viability 

1 

Village is going to be left without this essential amenity 1 

Concerned over loss of morale in community due to proposed closure 1 

School could have remained open if appropriate support had been given to the Head 
Teacher and to parents 

1 

In the current situation the school should close as a primary school 1 

Would like the money saved from closing Ravenstonedale to go to transport of 6th 
formers in the area 

1 

Amalgamate Ravenstonedale, Orton and Tebay schools on the Orton site 1 

Current Ravenstonedale catchment should be attached in its entirety to Orton CE School 1 

Would like the council to offer free transport to both Kirkby Stephen and Orton, like 
with Shap and Yanwath after closing Bampton. So parents can make the choice 

1 

At least the north western section of the existing Ravenstonedale catchment should be 
allocated to Orton 

1 

 




